AP Lit Independent Reading Requirement-Fall
Used with permission of Ms. Hallabrin/Mr. Burke (2008-09)


Introduction

You cannot succeed in this class or on the AP exam if you do not read voraciously during the course of the year. What you read matters as much as how you read; thus the list below includes many titles, all of which will challenge you. All the books listed below meet the College Board’s standards for “works of equal literary merit.” In addition to the titles listed here, you may read from the list of authors on the back, doing an “author study,” which is explained in more detail on the back. Please do not read books not on this list or authors not approved; these will not be eligible and thus you will receive no credit.

Readings
Read at least two of the following books during the fall semester. You must read one book and write the required paper each quarterly grading period.

1. Alvarez, Julia


In the Time of the Butterflies

2. Austen, Jane


Pride and Prejudice
3. Burgess, Anthony


A Clockwork Orange
4. Coetzee, J. M.


Waiting for the Barbarians

5. Crace, Jim



The Pesthouse

6. Danticat, Edwidge


The Farming of Bones
7. DeLillo, Don


White Noise

8. Diaz, Junot



The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao

9. Eggers, Dave


What Is the What? 

10. Erdrich, Louise


Love Medicine

11. Gordimer, Nadine


The Pick-Up

12. Greene, Graham


The Quiet American

13. Heller, Joseph


Catch-22

14. Jen, Gish



Typical American

15. Jin, Ha



A Free Life
16. Joyce, James


Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man

17. Kafka, Franz


The Trial

18. Kesey, Ken



One Flew over the Cuckoo’s Next

19. Khadra, Yasmina


The Swallows of Kabul 

20. Khaled Hosseini


A Thousand Splendid Suns
21. Lahiri, Jhumpa


The Namesake

22. Hisham Matar


In the Country of Men
23. Marquez, Garbiel Garcia

One Hundred Years of Solitude

24. McCarthy, Cormac


Blood Meridian

25. Haruki Murakami


After Dark
26. Oz, Amos



A Perfect Peace

27. Pessl, Marisha


Special Topics in Calamity Physics


28. Petterson, Per 


Out Stealing Horses 

29. Roth, Philip



The Plot Against America

30. Roy, Arundhati


The God of Small Things

31. Rushdie, Salman


Haroon and the Sea of Stories

32. Smith, Zadie


White Teeth

33. Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
34. Tan, Amy



The Bonesetter’s Daughter
35. Wilde, Oscar


The Picture of Dorian Gray

36. Woolf, Virginia


Mrs. Dalloway

37. Wright, Richard


Native Son

38. A. B. Yehoshua 


A Woman in Jerusalem
Author Study

Overview
Most authors worth reading (as with bands worth listening to) evolve over time, taking on new themes, tackling different subjects, trying on different voices, styles. Those who do not wish to read from the list of titles on the front may choose from the list of authors included here and read three of their works, over the course of the grading periods. Unless otherwise noted, you may read any book by that author so long as it is a novel and qualifies as one of their major works. Your third essay, which will be part of the final exam, will ask you to draw some conclusions about the author based on your close reading of these three works. 
1. Chinua Achebe  (may not read Things Fall Apart)
2. Margaret Atwood 
3. Pat Barker

4. Albert Camus (may not read The Stranger)
5. Michael Chabon
6. J. M. Coetze
7. Don DeLillo

8. E. L. Doctorow

9. Louise Erdrich

10. William Faulkner

11. E. M. Forster
12. Nadine Gordimer

13. Graham Greene

14. Thomas Hardy
15. Ernest Hemingway

16. Herman Hesse (may not read Siddhartha)

17. John Irving
18. Kazuo Ishiguro

19. Cormac McCarthy 

20. Ian McEwan 

21. Naghib Mahfouz

22. Gabriel Garcia Marquez
23. Toni Morrison (but not Song of Solomon)
24. Haruki Murakami
25. Bharati Mukherjee
26. Joyce Carol Oates
27. Tim O’Brien 
28. Richard Price

29. Philip Roth
30. Jean Rhys
31. Salman Rushdie

32. José Saramago

33. Jane Smiley
34. Alice Walker
35. Evelyn Waugh

36. Jeanette Winterson

37. Virginia Woolf
