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National History Day Research Project

A major course requirement is that all students complete a historical research project using the guidelines of the National History Day competition.  Students may choose to complete a research paper, museum exhibit, dramatic presentation, interactive website, or documentary.  Students choose to complete a project as an individual or as a group, however, groups agree to accept one grade.

2015 theme:  Leadership and Legacy in History
Website:  http://www.nhd.org
Step 1- Select a topic (20 points).  You must choose a topic from World history that coincides with the chronology of your course, i.e Honors 9 students will select topics from the ancient period to the Middle Ages, and Honors 10 students will select topics from the Early Modern Period to the present.  Suggestions will be discussed in class.  You must choose a topic that is historically important, relates to the theme of the contest, and one in which you have a genuine interest.  Complete the entry form and submit no later than Friday, September 20, 2014. 

Step 2 – Research.  This is the longest phase of the project, and will continue from September through December.  Your research is not complete until you have completed the research checklist.  

Step 3 - Developing an annotated bibliography.  This should contain sources available at the school and community libraries.  You are required to do some research out of school – consider the community libraries, college or community college libraries, or even resources available through military databases. Interviews and other “outside of the box” sources are encouraged.  Internet sources are legitimate, provided they can be authenticated.  Wikipedia, about.com, and other “general knowledge” sources are not legitimate resources.  Each source must be correctly cited and contain an annotation.  Annotations should be 3+ sentences and include


1. is the source primary or secondary?


2. what parts of the source are relevant to your topic?


3. how the source is important to your topic.

Annotated bibliographies: 

· Due dates to be announced
Step 4 – Research Analysis Sheets (25 points) There are two research checkpoints built in to the calendar.  On a research checkpoint, you need to turn five research analysis forms.  This is an individual assignment.  If you are in a group, you need to divide up the sources and turn in individual work.  Each sheet needs to contain the appropriate citation and follow the instructions accordingly.  The requirements shift from checkpoint 1 to checkpoint 2- read the directions carefully.


First checkpoint (50 points) 
Friday, October 10, 2014

Second checkpoint (50 points)
Tuesday, November 4, 2014
Step 5 – Interviews.  You need to attempt to get at least one interview.  Find the contact information on them and turn in your forms by Friday, October 31, 2014 (10 points).  Then, try to contact those people.  Proof of an attempt to contact these people is due by Monday, December 1, 2014 (15 points).
Step 7 – Develop final plan to complete the project by Tuesday, December 9, 2014 (25 points).  This is your plan on how to complete the task before the deadline. 

Step 6 – Final product (100 points)  The final product must be submitted in its entirety no later than the day of first semester final exams, tentatively scheduled for Monday, January 12, 2015.  All components, including process papers, and final annotated bibliographies, will be scored.  Exhibits and performances will be scheduled and presented to the class- check the assignment sheet for the schedule.

Important Dates:

National History Day District Competition via VTC – DATE TBA
